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Abstract: Eco-Cultural Tourism Is A Concept Where Both Ecological And Cultural Aspects Of A Landscape 

Are Combined Together Creating A Tourist Paradise. It Is Travel To Destinations Where Both Cultural And 

Natural Endowments Are The Prime Attractions And Thereby Considered To Be A Potential Strategy To 

Support Conservation Of Natural Habitats Along With Economic Sustainability Particularly To Indigenous 

Communities. North Eastern Region Of India Is One Of The Most Mesmerizing Regions Of The Indian Sub-

Continent That Mirrors A Perfect Blending Of Life, Culture And Ecology. It Is A Relatively Unexplored And 

Unique Area In Terms Of Both Ecology And Cultural Diversity And Is Characterized By The Abundance Of 

Natural Endowments; Pristine Forests With A Huge Diversity Of Flora And Fauna, Enchanting Hills, Fast 

Flowing Streams And Meandering Rivers, Cascading Waterfalls, Snowcapped Mountain Ranges Etc. 

Approximately There Are 65 Indigenous Tribes In The Region Along With A Host Of Sub-Tribes Having Their 

Own Distinctive Cultures, Customs And Traditions Preserved Till Today. This Article Provides A Broad 

Conceptual Framework For Eco-Cultural Tourism And Tries To Argue Through A Case Study Of Village 

Tourism At Darap In West Sikkim That Eco-Cultural Tourism Is A Potent Force For The Overall Economic, 

Social And Cultural Development As Well Biodiversity Conservation In The Region.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
Tourism Related To Ecological And Cultural Attributes Is Becoming Increasingly Prevalent Around 

The World (Hendry, 2005; Richards, 2007), Though Travel To Tourism Sites Of Natural And Cultural 

Significance Have Existed At Least Since The Time Of Greek Antiquity, As Reflected By Hellenistic World‟s 

Invention Of The Seven Wonders Of The World. In More Recent Times, 157 Countries Have Ratified The 

World Heritage Convention Of 1972 (Protecting The World's Cultural And Natural Heritage) And 582 Sites Are 

Inscribed On The UNESCO World Heritage List.  

The Concept Of Eco-Cultural Tourism Is Framed By Integrating Ecotourism As A Sustainable Form 

Of Natural Resource-Based Tourism (Fennel, 1999) And Cultural Tourism. This Is A New Form Of Tourist 

Activity Where Both The Ecological And Cultural Aspects Of A Landscape Are Combined To Create A Site 

For Tourists. It Can Also Be Explained As A Travel To Destinations Where Both The Natural And Cultural 

Endowments Are The Prime Attractions And Considered To Be A Potential Strategy To Support Conservation 

Of Natural Habitats, Exhibition Of Indigenous Cultures And An Alternative To Economic Sustainability. Thus 

Eco-Cultural Tourism Is A Tool For Economic Empowerment And Development Of Indigenous Communities 

That Keeps Traditions Alive And Supports The Protection Of Both Natural And Cultural Heritage Thereby 

Increasing Visitors‟ Appreciation. In Other Words, It Is A Form Of Sustainable Tourism, That Is; “Tourism 

Which Leads To Management Of All Resources In Such A Way That Economic, Social And Aesthetic Needs 

Can Be Fulfilled While Maintaining Cultural Integrity, Essential Ecological Processes, Biological Diversity And 

Life Support Systems” (World Tourism Organisation, 1996). This Recent Offshoot Of Tourism Sector Has 

Grown To Be A Potential Business In Its Own Space As It Showcases The Natural Beauty Of The Area, 

Endemic Flora And Fauna, Wildlife, Local Culture, Traditional Cuisine, Dress And Ornaments, Art And 

Heritage Thereby Strengthening The Local Communities Socially And Economically. 

Northeast India Being The Most Mesmerizing Part Of The Indian Sub-Continent Mirrors Perfect 

Blending Of Life, Culture And Ecology. This Region Is Relatively An Unexplored And Unique Area In Terms 

Of Both Geography And Cultural Diversity And Is Characterized By The Abundance Of Natural Endowments 

Such As Dense And Thick Forests, Variety Of Flora And Fauna, Meandering Rivers, Enchanting Hills, 

Waterfalls, Snow-Capped Mountains Etc. This Region Is The Homeland Of Approximately 65 Indigenous 

Tribes Along With A Host Of More Than 200 Sub-Tribes Having Their Own Distinctive Culture, Customs And 

Traditions That Are Preserved Till Today. This Paper Through A Case Study Of Darap Village, Tries To Argue 

That Eco-Cultural Tourism Is A Potent Force For Sustainability In Terms Of Economic, Social And Cultural 

Development As Well Biodiversity Conservation In The Region. The Study Is A Qualitative Exploratory 

Research Based On Both Primary And Secondary Data. Primary Data And Information Have Been Collected 
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Through Field Experiences. Secondary Data Have Been Collected From Various Relevant Books, Journals, 

Websites, Tourist Brochures Etc. 

 

II. NATIONAL WILDLIFE PARKS 
National Parks Around The World With Rich Wildlife Assets Are The Topmost Tourist Attractions Of 

The World (Ratz Etal, 1988). These National Parks Help To Earn Large Revenue Through Tourism 

Development. In Addition Most Of These National Parks Are Surrounded By Rural Areas Which Are Seldom 

Benefitted From The Revenue Earned From The Development Of Tourism In The National Parks. The Rural 

Areas Remain To Be Underdeveloped In Aspects Of Infrastructure And Socio-Economic Status. Due To 

Poverty, People Of These Areas Are Much Prone To Immoral Or Illegal Activities Like Hunting, Cutting Of 

Trees, Poaching Etc. Which Are Threats To Sustainability. Constrained By Remoteness And 

Underdevelopment, Northeast India Has Limited Options For Economic Development As Traditional Ways Of 

Earning A Livelihood On Crops Or Livestock Provides Only Basic Subsistence Livelihood. With 

Comparatively Advantageous Effects In Income And Employment Generation, Eco-Cultural Tourism Is An 

Option For Enhancing Rural Lifestyles And For Inducing Positive Changes In The Distribution Of Income In 

Underprivileged Areas. Therefore, In A Region Like Northeast India Endowed With Rich And Colorful Culture 

And Tradition And Where More Than Half Of The Population Lives In Rural Areas Eco-Cultural Tourism Has 

A Lot Of Potential For Socio-Economic Development.  

 

               Table No.1: National Parks And Wildlife Sanctuaries Of Northeast India
 

States National Parks Wildlife Sanctuaries Total Protected Areas 

Assam 5 18 23 

Arunachal Pradesh 2 11 13 

Manipur 1 1 2 

Meghalaya 2 3 5 

Mizoram 2 8 10 

Nagaland 1 3 4 

Sikkim 1 6 7 

Tripura 2 4 6 

Grand Total 16 54 70 

               Source: Www.Fsi.Org.In (April 2011) 

 

Table No.2: Different Types Of Forest Cover In Northeast India In Km
2
 

States Total 

Geographical 

Area 

Very 

Dense 

Forest 

Medium 

Dense Forest 

Open 

Forest 

Total 

Forest 

Cover 

Arunachal 

Pradesh 

83743 20868 31519 15023 67410 

Assam 78438 1444 11404 14825 27673 

Manipur 22327 730 6151 10209 17090 

Meghalaya 22429 433 9775 7067 17275 

Mizoram 21081 134 6086 12897 19117 

Nagaland 16579 1293 4931 7094 13318 

Sikkim 7096 500 2161 698 3359 

Tripura 10486 109 4686 3182 7977 

  Source: Www.Fsi.Org.In (April 2011) 

 

Table No. 3: Summary Of Protected Area Statistics Of Northeast India (April 2011) 

States State Area 

Km
2
 

No. Of 

Nps 

Area In 

Km
2
 

% Of 

State Area 

No. Of 

WLS 

Area In 

Km
2
 

% Of 

State Area 

Assam 78438 5 1977.79 2.52 18 1932.01 3.46 

Arunachal 

Pradesh 

83743 2 2290.82 2.74 11 7487.75 8.94 

Manipur 22327 1 40.0 0.18 1 184.40 0.83 

Meghalaya 22429 2 267.48 1.20 3 34.20 0.15 

Mizoram 21081 2 150.00 0.71 8 1090.75 5.17 

Nagaland 16579 1 202.02 1.22 3 20.34 0.12 

Sikkim 7174 1 1784 25.5 6 390 4.5 

http://www.fsi.org.in/
http://www.fsi.org.in/
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Tripura 10486 2 36.71 0.35 4 566.93 5.41 

  Source: Www.Fsi.Org.In (April 2011) 

 

Eco-Cultural Tourism Activities In And Around National Parks And Wildlife Sanctuaries Include 

Expeditions For Wildlife And Flora Including Bird Watching As These Are Areas Rich In Biodiversity And 

Least Disturbed By Anthropogenic Activities. Such Areas Are Also Famous For Trekking Both Long And Short 

Distances And For Nature Walks To The Delight Of Tourists. National Parks And Wildlife Sanctuaries Also 

Provides One Of The Best Fishing And Angling Spots And Such Other Forms Of Adventure Tourism Such As 

River Rafting, Etc. Combined Along With Varied Cultural Experiences Through Homestays. Homestays Has 

Been The Most Widely Preferred Lodging Arrangement For An Eco-Cultural Tourist. Overnight Stays That Can 

Be Extended To 5 - 7 Days In Traditional Home Made Cottages With Traditional Lifestyle And Cuisines Are Of 

High Demand. Other Cultural Aspects Experienced During Such Homestays Are The Exposure To Various 

Traditional Skills Such As Indigenous Fishing Techniques, Farming Systems, Weaving And Cane Work, 

Traditional Dances And Merrymaking, Costumes That Includes Different Types Of Dress And Ornaments, 

Jewelry And Such Others. 

 

III. DARAP ECO-CULTURAL TOURISM 
Darap A Village, Located In The West District Of Sikkim Is Approximately Six Kilometers Away 

From Tourist Destination, Pelling And Located At The Fringe Of The Kanchenjunga National Park. The Village 

Of Darap Clings To The Foothills Of The Sikkim Himalaya In The Shadow Of Kanchenjunga Situated At An 

Altitude 1600 Meters From Mean Sea Level. Darap Village Had Earlier Faced A Lot Of Challenges With 

Livelihood Where Poverty Was Prevalent And People Were Engaged In Cattle Herding, Poultry And Resource 

Extraction From Forests Such As Edible Herbs, Timber Felling For Construction, Charcoal And Fuel Wood. 

Shifting Cultivation Was Also Largely Prevalent And Subsistence.  

 

 
                                  Figure No. 1: View Of Kachenjunga From Darap Village 

 

With The Evolution Of  Village Tourism In The Form Of Eco-Cultural Tourism In Darap In 2005 

Scenic Spots, Historical Sites, Lakes, Cultural Activities Are Getting Due Attention At The Hands Of Local 

People Of The Region. This Changed The Local Economy Of The Village And Is Flourishing In Multiple Ways. 

Home Stays Started Increasing In Due Course Of Time And Even Some Residential Buildings Are Being 

Converted For Tourism Purposes.  

 

http://www.fsi.org.in/
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Figure No. 2: View Of Darap Village 

 

Tourism Development In The Village Started With 8 Families And Is First Introduced To About 30 

Ethnic Houses As Home Stays, Each Family Having Two-Three Single Or Double Bed Rooms To 

Accommodate The Tourists. With These 30 Home Stays In The Village Available To Tourists, The Village Has 

Progressed With A Huge Potential Of Attracting Tourists From Different Parts Of The World. The Word Darap 

Is Originated From The Limboo Dialect „Tan-Lop‟ Which Literally Means A Plain Or Even Land. The 

Landscape Of The Area Is Moderately Steep And Gentle Unlike Other Locations In West Sikkim. Darap Village 

Is Inhabited Mainly By People From The Limboo Community And A Small Number Of Families From Mixed 

Communities Like Bhutias, Chettris, Tamangs, Rais, Gurungs And Lepchas. Due To Its Location Darap 

Possesses Great Tourism Potential In The Form Of Eco-Cultural Tourism. Culturally And Traditionally Rich 

Darap Appears Photogenic When Bough Wheat Farms Bear Flowers And Harvest Takes Place. Darap Village 

Has Exhibited A Model For Eco-Cultural Tourism Where People From All Classes Gets Involved Directly Or 

Indirectly In Tourism Related Activities To Weed Out Poverty. In Order To Attract More Number Of Tourists 

In The Area A Number Of Activities Have Been Introduced. Such Activities Include Traditional Way Of 

Ploughing The Fields, Milking Cows, Cooking By Firewood, Making And Drinking Of Local Brew (Chaang,  

Tongba, Rakshi), Traditional Carpet Weaving From Sheep And Yak Wool, Learning Local Language, Sharing 

Folktales, Village And Jungle Walks, Etc Which Generated A Lot Of Interest Among The Visitors. For The 

Adventurists, The Home Stays Started Options Of Trekking, Picniking, Angling, Swimming And Mountain 

Biking. Besides, Darap‟s Proximity To Various Tourism Spots Such As The Kanchendzonga National Park And 

Places Of Historical And Scenic Significance Are An Added Advantage. Darap  Is About 10 Min Drive From 

Upper Pelling Towards Famous Tourist Destinations Like Yuksam, Khechuperi Lake, Khanchen-Dzonga Water 

Fall, Sewaro Rock Garden, Rimbi Waterfall And Tashiding Monastery.  

The Cherry Cottages In Darap Were Constructed In A Manner That They Are Environment Friendly 

Using Locally Available Raw Materials. The Cottages Were Designed By Village Elders Having Traditional 

Expertise And Cater To A Homely Styled Accommodation With Modern Facilities. The Cottages With Such A 

Setting Provide You A Complete Solace Away From The Hub Of Urban Life. Cherry Village Homestay Is Run 

By Family Members With The Help Of Supporting Staffs. Comfort To Guests Is Given Much Importance With 

Priority To Cleanliness And Hygiene. 

 

IV. A DAY’S EXPERIENCE BY A VISITOR 
An Eco-Cultural Tourist Can Start His Day With An Excursion To The Rimbi River Side Located At 

Asallah Valley Which Is A Popular Picnic Spot And Well Loved And Appreciated By Adventurers. This Spot Is 

Known To Be A Great Attraction For Those Interested In Fishing Being An Anglers‟ Paradise. Lunch With 

‘Assala’, A Local Fish Having A Unique Taste Is Delicious Giving Much Satisfaction To The Visitors. This 

Fish Variety Particularly Found In This Area Has Encouraged Fishing To Be A Common Activity Among The 

Locals. Angling During Day Time And Evening Barbeque With 'Chaang' A Traditional Brewery Prepared From 

Well Matured Fermented Upland Millet Sets The Right Cultural Tune To The Visitors. The Visitors Are Then 
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Entertained By Cultural Dances And Music Where Traditional Costumes And Jewelry Is Displayed Much To 

The Visitors‟ Expectation.  

Trekkers Who Would Love To Take A Jungle Trek Would Visit Rani Dhunga – A Place Of Historical 

And Religious Fervor. Rani Dhunga Commands The Sublime View Of Mt. Khanchendzonga The 3rd Highest 

Summit In The World Always Treated With Respect As A Local Deity. Lunch Served During The Day Is 

Purely Organic Much To The Visitors‟ Delight And The Evening Is Rewarded By A Glass Of ‘Tongba’ 

Another Local Brewery Along With A Cultural Exposition Through Dance And Music By The Local 

Youths Followed By Bon Fire.  

 

V. OTHER TOURISTS’ ACTIVITIES 
Touristic Activities In The Form Of Responsible Tourism Have Been Noticed At Darap Village Where 

The Visitors Are Being Trained In The Art Of Milking The Cows In The Morning And Evening. For Many 

Urban Settlers This Was A Lifetime Experience In Which Most Of The Visitors Enjoyed And Participated With 

Great Enthusiasm.  Activities That Also Stimulate The Visitors Also Include Working In The Agricultural 

Fields Using Traditional Methods And Implements Which Stirred One‟s Physique And Mind Especially To The 

Male Visitors. On The Contrary Female Visitors Normally Gets Occupied By Learning The Traditional Method 

Of Processing Butter And Cheese A Local Popular Product Known As ‘Chirpi’ And Also Engaging In The 

Daily Activities Of The Village People Like Cooking In The Home-Stay Kitchen Such As Learning To Prepare 

And Cook „Momos‟, A Much Preferred Local Cusine.  

Nature Walks And Bird Watching In The Forest Tracks And Nearby Streams Or Hiking To Other 

Nearby Villages Are Some Of The Interests Visitors Generally Undertake During Their Stay In The Village 

Which Also Includes A Visit To A 200 Year Old Limboo Traditional House Laid With Solid Mud Floors And 

Adorned By Tar-Encrusted Ceilings Through The Constantly Burning Of Firewood. This Traditional Hut 

Normally Serves Butter And Salt Tea, Millet Beer, Rakshi-Made From Rhododendrons Or Maize, Locally 

Known As ‘Roxy’ And Creamy Milk Straight From The Cow To The Visitors. Darap Village Is A Living 

Testimony Of The Limboo Culture And Tradition That Blends With Natural Resources And Biodiversity More 

Than Anywhere In The State Of Sikkim.  

 

VI. ECONOMIC STATUS OF DARAP VILLAGE VIS-À-VIS ECO-CULTURAL TOURISM 
Darap Village Earlier Faced A Lot Of Challenges With Regard To Livelihood And Health Status. 

Poverty Was Prevalent And The Villages Were Engaged Mainly In Cattle Rearing, Raising Small Poultry Units 

Of Local Variety, Resource Extraction From Primary Forests Such As Edible Herbs, Timber Felling For 

Construction, Charcoal And Fuel-Wood. Forest And Shrub Burning During The Springtime Was Extensive. 

Shifting Cultivation Is Largely Prevalent With Cultivation Of Upland Rice, Millets, Maize And Few Vegetables 

And Spices Are Common And Largely Subsistent. With The Introduction Of Tourism In Darap, A Wide Range 

Of Employment Opportunities Is Generated With A Regular Flow Of Earning Thereby Improving The 

Livelihood Both Directly And Indirectly. The Idea Of Developing The Village, As An Offbeat Destination For 

Tourists In The Form Of Eco-Cultural Tourism Has Changed The Lifestyle Of The Local People. Ninety 

Percent Of Organic Vegetables And Meat Produced Within The Village Is Now Consumed By The Tourists.  

Homestay Tariff Ranges Between Rs.1500/- For A Couple To Rs.3000/- Per Cottage. This Covers 

Accommodation With A Complimentary Vegetarian Breakfast (With Eggs) And Dinner. Different Rates Are 

Then Charged For Different Activities Depending On The Choice Of The Visitor. Through A Variety Of Tourist 

Attractions Both Ecological And Cultural And A Host Of Activities, The Home-Stays Have Managed To Pull 

More Than 5,000 Visitors Including A Few Hundred Foreigners In The Year 2012-13. It Is Estimated That Each 

Household Having A Home-Stay Fetched An Average Income Of Rs. 1, 15,000 During The Tourist Season 

(2012-13). The Tourist Season Starts From The Middle Of March Till The End Of May And Then October Till 

The Middle Of November.   

Foreign Tourists In Great Numbers Are Encountered During The Winters. With The Multiplying Effect 

Of The Tourism Industry Other Sectors Such As The Organic Farming Sector, The Weaving Sector, Apiculture, 

Carpet Making From Yak And Sheep Wool, Handicrafts, Etc. Improved Tremendously. Many Young Energetic 

Male Youths Have Engaged Themselves As Guides, Porters And In Transport Services. Both Males And 

Female Youths Exhibited Their Talent Through Folk Songs And Traditional Dances In Their Traditional Attire 

And Costumes. Local Economy Greatly Improved Over The Last Half A Decade With The Advent Of Eco-

Cultural Tourism For Eg. Cherry Village Home-Stay In 2010, With Its Five Rooms Managed To Garner An 

Income Of Rs.18,90, 000 Between March To May 2011. It Hosted 852 Domestic Tourists And 948 Overseas 

Guests With Room Tariff Ranging Between Rs 1500-1800, Inclusive Of Breakfast And One Time Meal For 

Two Persons.  
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VII. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Northeast India Is One Of The Most Mesmerising Regions Of The Indian Sub-Continent. 

Geographically This Region Supports A Diversity Of Landscapes; From Rugged, Hilly And Mountainous To 

Undulating, Flat Hill Tops And Gentle Slopes To Vast Alluvial Plains. Enveloped By The Himalayas In The 

Northern Portion And The Bangladesh Plains In The Southern Portion The Region Has A Wide Altitudinal 

Differentiation That Ranges Between 50 – 5500 M Above Sea Level. With Such Diversity It Supports A Large 

Variety Of Both Flora And Fauna And Is Identified As The Richest Bio-Diversity Region Of The Sub-

Continent. This Is Reflected In The Different Humid Forest Types Ranging From Tropical Forests – Sub-

Tropical Forests – Mixed Deciduous Forests – Temperate Forests. On The Contrary, Amidst Such Richness The 

Region Is Facing A Serious Threat With The Depletion Of Biological Resources Being One Of The 13 Major 

Biological Hotspots Of The World. Many Rare And Endangered Species Have Been Documented Especially 

That Of Medicinal And Aromatic Plants Though Much Work Is Still Yet To Be Done In This Respect. 

Economically, Northeast India Is Still Backward In Comparison To The Rest Of India. As Mentioned 

Earlier, The Region Houses A Host Of Tribes And Sub-Tribes Having Their Own Distinctive Culture And 

Tradition. Agriculture And Cattle Rearing Is The Main Occupation Of The Rural Population Of The Region. 

Their Agricultural Practices Are Being Largely Traditional And Subsistence In Nature. The Rural Population Of 

Northeast India Including That Of Darap Village Of West Sikkim Practices Jhum Also Known As Slash And 

Burn Cultivation Or Shifting Cultivation Otherwise Similar To That Of Swidden Cultivation. Due To This 

Agricultural Practice Which Also Have Traditional And Cultural Ties Have Had An Impact On Vast Span Of 

Forestland Converted To Agricultural Fields. These Fields After Being Cleared And Cultivated For One Year 

Are Left Fallow For 3 - 7 Years Depending Upon The Jhum Cycle. Subsistence Crops Like Upland Rice, 

Millets, Maize And Vegetables Are Being Raised In These Agricultural Fields. Another Important Economic 

Activity Of The Region Is Cattle Rearing. During The Dry Season (Feb - March) Vast Forest Areas Are Being 

Burnt Where Dry Undergrowth, Shrubs, Herbs, Etc. Are Being Cleared Enabling New Grass To Sprout For 

Need Of Cattle Feed Which Is Also Detrimental To Floral Diversity Especially To Ground Flora. These Two 

Activities Have Led To A Negative Impact On The Physical Environment Leading To Degradation And 

Depletion Of Forest Resources. In Addition Timber Logging, Charcoal Burning, Extraction Of Important 

Medicinal And Aromatic Plants Has Been Detrimental To Sustainable Growth Of The Region.  

The Initiative Of Seeking Alternatives To Livelihood Has Been A Major Concern For The Region As 

A Whole. As Mentioned Earlier The Region Is Being Blessed By Bountiful Of Natural Resources With Much 

Variety Of Culture And Tradition. Therefore, One Such Alternative As Discussed Throughout The Paper Is The 

Potential Of Eco-Cultural Tourism. This Form Of Activity As Investigated Shows That There Is A Perfect 

Blending Of The Ecological Setup With Its Aesthetic Beauty Along With Culture Be It Through Lifestyle, Food 

Habits, Language, Dress And Ornaments, Dances And Festivals, Weaving And Handicraft, Farming 

Techniques, Traditional Cuisines, Creating Much Attraction To Visitors. Moreover, It Contributes Also A Lot 

To The Local Economy Of The Village. 

Homestays Are Being Identified As The Most Attractive Experience By The Tourist. Here The 

Tourist(S) Stays With The Household Who Extends Such Accommodation As Paying Guest And Participates 

Along With The Family In Their Day-To-Day Activities, In Accordance To Their Own Wish Such As Cooking, 

Room Cleaning As Such Other Daily Chores. The Tourists Also Eat And Dine Along With The Household And 

The Food Normally Given Is Basically Vegetarian. Non-Vegetarian Is Provided On Request By The Guests. 

Other Activities Of The Tourists May Include By Engaging Themselves With The Host In The Agricultural 

Fields Or In Weaving And Also In Making Handicraft Items That Adds To The Interest Of The Visitors Making 

Their Visit More Activity Based. Long Treks, Nature Walks, Adventure Sports With Activities Such As 

Fishing, Rafting, Mountaineering Includes As Part Of Their Eco-Cultural Tourism Activity Depending On The 

Choice Of The Tourist. The Evenings Are Normally Sitting Around A Bonfire Relaxing With Traditional 

Drinks And Beverages And Being Entertained Through Folk Songs And Dances. Story Telling In The Form Of 

Folk Tales And Teaching The Local Language/Dialect Is Also An Added Feature During The Stay. Knowledge 

Of Traditional Values, Taboos, Indigenous Knowledge Etc Is Often Been Related During Interactions And 

Discussions. Therefore, It Is Found That Blending Of Both The Local Environmental Setting And Culture 

Forms A Perfect Cultural Landscape Of Value Based Tourism. 

However, This Economic Activity In The Form Of Eco-Cultural Tourism Not Only That It Mesmerises 

The Tourist But Also Contributes To The Standard Of Living Of The People. Darap Before Such Activity Is 

Riddled With Poverty And Most Of The Families Live In Unhealthy Conditions Triggering Various Health 

Problems. With The Advent Of Eco-Cultural Tourism The Village Has Stepped Into Sustainable Livelihood 

With The Population Being Benefitted Directly Or Indirectly Through This Form Of Tourism As It Has Its Own 

Multiplier Effect. The Most Appealing Part Is The Preparation Of Meals Or Food Items By Organic Products. 

Most Of The Vegetables And Other Horticultural Products Are Organic, Thereby, The Villages To Get Better 
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Rates For Their Products. As Such Such Form Of Economic Activity Has Raised The Income Level Of The 

People Of Darap Village.      

 

VIII. CONCLUSION 
Darap Village One Of The Eco-Cultural Tourism Destination Around Kachandzonga National Park 

Has Huge Potentiality Of Attracting Tourists. This Form Of Tourism Is Much Healthy Than The Conventional 

Form As It Is Highly Activity Based. It Brings About A Learning Process Particularly To The Younger 

Generation To Understand Ones Culture And Tradition. It Conserves Both The Environment And Exhibits 

Culture In The Best Form Through Rural Lifestyle Bringing About Sustainability And Best Known As 

Responsible Tourism.  
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